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BATH AND BRISTOL BRANCH.
THE first meeting of the above Branch for the session, will be held on
October 27th, at the Royal Hotel, College Green, Bristol.
The following papers are expected. i. The Position of Medical Men

receiving Resident Nervous Patients. By Horace Swete, M.D.-
2. Case of Recovery from General Dropsy. By Charles Steele, Esq.-
3. Case of Pyelitis from Injury. By R. W. Tibbits, M.B.-4. The
Treatment of Ulcers by Transplantation of Skin. By Nelson C. Dob-
son, Esq. EDMUND C. BOARD, Honorary Secretary

CORRESPONDENCE.
THE ORIGIN OF SPECIFIC DISEASES.

SIR,-In Professor Huxley's address at the British Association on the
subject of spontaneous generation, he rightly includes in the large
field of nature over which he casts his eye some matters pertaining to
pathology. His own opinion clearly leans towards the old and preva-
lent doctrine, Omne vivurm ex vivo; and he endorses by the weight of
his name the experiments of Pasteur and his followers. Knowing what
the normal mode of production is, he would leave the burden of proof
of the spontaneous production of living matter with his opponents; and
I think we may be well satisfied to witness it in the hands of such an
able " abiogenist" as Dr. Bastian. Similar arguments the professor
would apply to the case of the contagious or specific diseases; and
accordingly the onusprobandi lies with those who believe that such affec-
tions can arise suii generis. I cannot at this moment lay my hands on
the writings of any author who distinctly asserts the truth of the doc-
trine; but, judging from the observations of many in our profession, it
might be thought that such does extensively prevail. I believe, as re-
gards typhus fever, that an opinion of its spontaneous origin from over-
crowding does exist largely amongst medical men; and, as regards
scarlatina, the importance attached to bad drainage at Guildford and
elsewhere would lead to the belief that not a few in the profession con-
sider that some of the ordinary circumstances around us are sufficient to
develope it. If I remember rightly, this was asserted in a public paper by
a surgeon at Croydon, who stated that he had seen the disease arise in
an isolated cottage, and induced by a neighbouring cesspool or dunghill.
Even syphilis, I have heard stated by two gentlemen examined at the
Admiralty Committee, will spring up spontaneously from promiscuous
sexual intercourse. I do not know that any medical man has assented
to the strongly expressed opinion of Miss Nightingale that small-pox
can arise from bad sanitary arrangements.*

Let us see what are the arguments for the existence of a specific
poison in this class of diseases. The term poison is used, because a per-
son affected with a specific contagious disease has that in his system
which, if transplanted, will produce in another as certain and definite
effects as if the latter had swallowed an animal or,a vegetable poison.
At well defined periods, results are seen in the body so characteristic
that the nature of the infecting cause is at once recognised. Seeing
that the matter or blood from a variolous or a scariatinal patient is
capable of producing exactly the same effects in a healthy person, we
must feel sure that a something having specific qualities has been con-
veyed from the one to the other. Whether this something will be
found to consist of living germs, as Dr. Burdon Sanderson's observations
tend to show, is now a question of opinitn; but there are many
who think that the day will shortly come when we shall be capable of
seeing the typhine or cholerine poison enclosed in a bottle. In the
case of every weed found in a newly made garden, we believe that the
seed was first implanted there; and so, from all analogy, we consider
that in every instance of a specific disease a microzyme must have been
introduced from an extraneous source. Dr. Huxley evidently thinks
that the analogy holds good; and thus we should be content to rest
upon the conviction that, in every case of so-called specific disease, the
complaint has been " caught"; and, if we are not able to prove it, we
ought to assume it, and let the onuts probazdi lie with those who deny
it. Since all reasoning would lead us to assume the origin of living

* " I was brought up both by scientific men and ignorant women distinctly to
believe that smnall-pox, for instance, was a thing of which there was once a first
specimen in the world, which went on propagating itself in a perpetual chain of
descent, just as much as that there was a first dog (or a first pair of dogs), and that
small-pox would not begin itself any more than a new dog would begin without there
having been a parent dog. Since then, I have seen with my eyes and smelt with
my nose small-pox growing up in first specimens, either in close rooms or in over-
crowded wards, where it could not by any possibility have been 'caught', but must
have begun. Nay, more, I have seen diseases begin, grow up, and pass into one
another. Now dogs do not pass into cats."-Notes on Naersing.

matter from erms, we are content to believe in the commonly ac-
cepted parentage of all animal and vegetable forms which surround
us. That they ever have any other origin, or can arise spontaneously,
must be shown to be true by those who have reason to be not satisfied
with the current opinion. So it rests with the abiogenist in our profes-
sion, or the man who believes in the spontaneous origin of scarlatina
or such-like disease, to act with as much care as Dr. Bastian has done,
and be sure, when he thinks he sees an example of the complaint
spontaneously arising, that every possible source of contagion has been
excluded. Until he shows this, the universally contagious theory must
still be held. The question, then, of the spontaneous origin of the
usually called specific contagious diseases, ought to be no more an open
one than the more general questio vexata of spontaneous generation. As
regards the latter, the world is content to hold a certain opinion until
it be found to be false; and so in like manner the medical profession
may safely hold to the idea of only one parentage of the exanthemata
and other specific diseases, until facts are forthcoming to prove their
spontaneous growth. If the analogy holds good (and I believe it does),
between these diseases and the phenomena of animal and vegetable life,
we must assume that in every instance the complaint has been " caught";
and we shall be then in a better position to discover what we under-
stand by the influence of bad drainage and other defective sanitary
arrangements.

I could have wished that Professor Huxley had not included in the ques-
tion the subject of cancer, which has no analogies with the diseases to
which I have been alluding. It cannot be inoculated; it does not run a de-
finite or specific course; and, indeed, has no qualities which deserve it
to be considered as foreign to the organism of the body. It is known
that a variety of morbid growths may be produced in the tissues; and
that, between the one which is styled cancer and that which is identical
with healthy material, all grades may exist. They are but modifica-
tions of normal tissues, show only altered nutrition, and can by no
means be considered as foreign to the system. I am, etc.,

Grosvenor Street, W. SAMUEL WILKS.

OBITUARY.
WILLIAM ALLEN MILLER, M.D., F.R.S.

WE regret to learn that Dr. Miller, Professor of Chemistry in King's
College, died at Liverpool, of apoplexy, on September 30th. He was
born at Ipswich in I8I7. At the age of 24, he was appointed assistant
to the late Professor Daniell, of King's College, at whose sudden death
in 1846 he succeeded to the professorship of Chemistry. He was the
author of a well known and valuable treatise on Chemistry, in three
volumes, and of numerous contributions to chemical science. He was
a graduate in Medicine of the University of London.

AUGUSTUS WALLER, M.D., F.R.S.
DR. AUGUSTUS WALLER died at Geneva on September i8th. He
held a high place among those physiologists who have enriched their
science by original research. He is best known for his important con-
tributions to the physiology of the nervous system, and especially for
the introduction of a new method of investigation applicable to various
important objects of neurological inquiry, which, not only as used, by
himself, but in the hands of others, has tended materially to advance
the knowledge of that department. We owe also to Dr. Waller
original and valuable observations on various other physiological ques-
tions. In acknowledgment of his scientific labours, he twice received
the Monthyon Prize of the French Academy of Sciences: first, in 1852,
for a research, in which he was assisted by Professor Budge, of Bonn;
and again, in I856, for experiments, exclusively his own, showing an
important relation between the nutrition of nerve-fibres and their con-
nection with nervous centres. For these and other researches in Expe-
rimental Philosophv, the Royal Society awarded him one of the royal
medals for i86o. Dr. Waller began professional life as a general prac-
titioner in Kensington, but his growing passion for original inquiry in
science led him to devote himself to it entirely, and, with the exception
of a short time that he was Professor of Physiology in Queen's College,
Birmingham, he resided abroad, and enjoyed the intimacy of the most
celebrated Continental physiologists, who thoroughly appreciated his
merits. Latterly, he went to reside at Geneva, and commenced prac-
tice as a physician, still, however, continuing his physiological pursuits.
He died quite suddenly in a fit of angina pectoris, to which complaint
he had been for some time subject. [This notice is taken from Aatire.]


